


THE CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING




By age three, low-income children have
heard 30 MILLION fewer words than

higher-income children.
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The Readiness Gap: Too many children from low- 2 @
(T}
income families begin school already far behind. =
The research also shows that these children are less
) 30
likely to be read or spoken to regularly or to have
access to books, literacy-rich environments, high- 2
quality early care, and prekindergarten programs. 10
: I

Recognizes Counts to 20  Writes Reads words
all letters or higher name in a book

SELECTED SCHOOL READINESS SKILLS

Source: 0'Donnell, Kevin. Parents’ Reports of the School Readiness
of Young Children from the National Household Ed ucation Surveys
Program of 2007, Table 2. National Center for Education Statistics.
August 2008. www.childtrendsdatabank.org/?q=node/291



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

The Attendance Gap (Chronic Absence): Too
many children from low-income families miss too
many days of school. Research has found that one
in 10 kindergarten and first grade students nation-
wide misses nearly a month of school each year in

excused and unexcused absences.

SUMMER LEARNING

The Summer Slide (Summer Learning Loss):

Too many children lose ground over the summer
months. Without access to the enriching activities
available to more-affluent peers, research shows that
children from low-income families lose as much

as three months of reading comprehension skills
over the summer. By the end of fifth grade, they are

nearly three grade levels behind their peers.
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Source: ECLS-K data analyzed by National Center
for Children in Poverty (NCCP).

Low-Income Students Fall 2.5 to 3 Years Behind by Fifth Grade
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Source: Cooper, H., Borman, G., & Fairchild, R. (2010). “School Calendars and
Academic Achievement.” In J. Meece & J. Eccles (Eds.), Handbook of Research on
Schools, Schooling, and Human Development (pp. 342-355). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.



GOAL: By 2020 a dozen
states or more will
Increase by at least
100% the number of
low-income children
reading proficiently at

the end of third grade.

CORE ASSURANCES

ASSURANCE #1

Quality teaching of the whole
child for every child in every

setting every day.

ASSURANCE #2

Locally owned community
solutions for improving school
readiness, attendance, and

summer learning.

ASSURANCE #3

A seamless, outcomes-accountable
system of care, services, and family
supports for children, from birth
through third grade.
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WWW.GRADELEVELREADING.NET




